
Jeremy Hunt’s Daily Coronavirus Update 22 May 2020 

Good afternoon and welcome to my daily South West Surrey COVID-19 

response email. As of today, we have a total of 250,908 positive cases of COVID-19, 

an increase of 2,615 (up 1%) with sadly 36,042 confirmed deaths in the UK, an 

increase of 338 since yesterday (up 1.4%). There are 2,847 confirmed cases in Surrey 

and 296 confirmed cases in Waverley (no change). All data is accurate as of 9 am 

this morning. 

  

1 in 400. New data from the Office of National Statistics suggests that at any given 

time in the two week period of 4th to 17th May around an average of 137,000 or 1 in 

400 people in the UK had the virus. This data will feed into the Scientific Advisory 

Group for Emergencies (SAGE) and their modelling, so they can estimate the  UK's 'R' 

rate of reproduction. This comes the same day that the number of people infected 

worldwide has now reached five million according to data collected by Johns Hopkins 

University. 

  

Facemasks to the rescue? The study published by the University of Edinburgh has 

examined different face mask designs to see what the most effective protection is for 

both the wearer and people that they come in contact with. The study shows that all 

face coverings reduce the amount of forward spray by 90%. However, the study goes 

on to say that the majority of masks cause "far-reaching leakage jets to the side, 

behind and above and below.” Could this be behind the government’s hesitation to 

mandate them so far? In the meantime it is still strongly encouraged that you do wear 

them and the government has published a 'make it at home' specification which can be 

found here.  

  

Overseas NHS & Care staff The charge paid by overseas workers to use the NHS is 

going to be scrapped for health and care workers the government confirmed last night. 

I introduced these charges for non-residents as nearly every European country and 

Australia does (in America of course you have to buy expensive insurance). But given 

the risks frontline workers are taking with their own health to keep us safe during the 

pandemic I was amongst those who thought it should  be scrapped for this very 

special category of people.  

  

For the most up to date details on what you can and cannot do please read 

these FAQ’s 

  

Once again the key number to remember is 0300 200 1008 the Surrey Helpline run 
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by Surrey County Council (Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm & Sat-Sun 10am to 2pm) - please 

call if you are struggling with getting the shopping, social isolation or know someone 

vulnerable who is. 

 

WHAT’S GOING ON IN WESTMINSTER 

 

Virtual voting scrapped I was wrong yesterday to suggest virtual voting might 

continue when parliament comes back at the start of June. Instead of going through 

those crowded lobbies voting will now happen in the main chamber. I am rather 

intrigued to find out how. 

  

Hidden Harms Summit Yesterday the Prime Minister and the Home Secretary Priti 

Patel chaired the ‘hidden harm summit’ which looked at how we can better protect 

those most at risk against abuse and harm during the lockdown and beyond. You can 

read about the outcomes here and if you are a victim of domestic violence and in need 

of help you can contact the citizen's advice team. 

 

WHAT’S GOING ON IN SOUTH WEST SURREY 

 

The Royal Surrey is busy making contingency preparations for a second wave even 

though they are hopeful it won’t happen according to Chief Executive Louise Stead 

who I spoke to this morning. They are putting in 22 additional side rooms to quarantine 

people with infectious diseases. Staff morale has been holding up but people are 

absolutely shattered and the pressure is not reducing as normal NHS procedures are 

ramping back up. 

  

The Clockhouse in Milford is not able to open because its visitors were mainly in the 

‘shielding’ category. But according to Rachel Kershaw, one of the Trustees who I 

spoke to this morning, three of the trustees are making regular calls and even doing 

some home visits to check everyone is OK. Most appear to be doing fine but obviously 

they miss the social interaction as well of course as things like getting their hair done. 

They have offered the use of the building to local primary schools whilst it cannot be 

used and are open to suggestions from anyone who has an idea as to how it could 

best be used during this period. 

  

Pedestrianisation in Farnham and other measures to transform the town centre were 

discussed at the inaugural meeting of the Farnham Project Board this morning chaired 

by Surrey County Council leader Tim Oliver. Encouragingly all major political parties 

locally were represented and there was strong support for the progress being made in 
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putting together a long-term infrastructure plan for the town. In the short-term changes 

will have to be made to allow safe,  socially distanced shopping which will mean 

expanding the width of some of the pavements in the town centre. 

  

Ahead of another sunny Bank Holiday weekend the County Council are reminding 

everyone that they are welcome to enjoy our beautiful countryside but to do so safely. 

So if you do have any exciting plans it is certainly worth consulting the 

government FAQs first to see if they are allowed under the new rules. Also keep an 

eye out on Surrey County Council’s social media channels for any local updates.  

  

Surrey Schools and the Council are working around the clock to prepare for the 

return of some children in June. An FAQs page is in the works for parents and 

teachers to consult ahead of the return and it should be going live in the next couple of 

days. 

  

I have been compiling a list of local groups working to support vulnerable 

residents. You can view them on this link. 

 

THE ECONOMY AND JOBS 

 

October Bank Holiday. Rumours not yet denied by the government suggest that 

there are plans to add another bank holiday in October this year. Considering the 

country hasn't been able to really enjoy the bank holidays we've had so far this year 

this is an idea I think everyone can get behind although there are also growing 

concerns about too many people getting used to not working articulated with 

characteristic gusto in today’s Daily Mail. 

  

Government Debt. Something rather astonishing happened earlier in the week that 

should have made headlines but didn’t. For the first time a government bond (or a bit 

of debt) was sold at a negative rate. This means that the investor who bought the bond 

will get less money for it than he originally paid when the bond reaches maturity. This 

is remarkable because it allows the government to do something that previous 

governments could only envy, which is to borrow money and get paid to do so. Whilst 

this is good news for debt or deficit financing it does suggest investors have an 

incredibly gloomy outlook. Right on cue the ONS has this morning published figures 

showing government borrowing in April was the highest on record. 

 

WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON 

 

https://swsurreyconservatives.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f4f5e3fd7389acfe6e6b9a90&id=f4ebad22b1&e=8737bb37d1
https://swsurreyconservatives.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f4f5e3fd7389acfe6e6b9a90&id=1f8343fa17&e=8737bb37d1
https://swsurreyconservatives.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f4f5e3fd7389acfe6e6b9a90&id=47c85a2504&e=8737bb37d1


 

Age UK have created a great online hub for people who need help accessing 

shopping, staying in touch with family and friends, and keeping fit during the 

pandemic. 

 

Just to cheer you up ahead of the bank holiday is my favourite ever TV clip 

guaranteed to bring a tear to the eye. 

 

And finally, there will be no newsletter on Monday (due to the Bank Holiday) but we 

will be back with our regular service on Tuesday. Thank you to George in my office for 

helping me put them together, 42 so far! 

 

 

Any opinion expressed in this Email is not necessarily that of the Party and may 

be personal to the sender. 

 

Promoted by Sean Donovan-Smith on behalf of Jeremy Hunt MP and South West 

Surrey Conservatives, all at 2 Royal Parade, Tilford Road, Hindhead, Surrey GU26 

6TD. 
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