
The Daily Coronavirus Update 3 April 2020 from Jeremy Hunt 

Good afternoon and welcome to my daily South West Surrey COVID-19 

response email. As of today, we have a total of 33,718 positive cases of COVID-19 

cases with sadly 2,921 confirmed deaths in the UK. There are 618 confirmed cases 

in Surrey.  

  

Passed the test Good news that the Health Secretary is now out of isolation and 

leading last night’s press conference. He laid out a very ambitious target for 100,000 

tests per day in place by the end of this month. His five pillars include working with 

providers such as Boots, Amazon and others to build a new network of testing 

sites and increasing our diagnostic industry capacity. He was also sensible to warn 

that we should not be rushing to use antibody tests that can have a 75% false 

negative rate. Overall very encouraging news for those of us who have been pushing 

for more testing.   

  

Clapping for the NHS It was brilliant and actually very moving to see, once again 

last night, so many thousands of people across South West Surrey and the UK 

supporting our wonderful NHS staff. From porters to nurses and doctors we say a 

huge thank you - but it also brings communities together. Google has also paid 

a heartfelt tribute to everyone helping here.  

  

Where are we on the graph? Yesterday’s figures show that the UK remains on an 

upwards trajectory, although at slower pace and the possibility of getting closer to 

the peak. But the rate of infection is still doubling every 3 to 4 days so we all still 

need to follow the advice (stay at home, protect the NHS, save lives…anyone heard 

that before?)  

  

The NHS is coping so far with the 12,949 people who have been admitted into 

hospital which is very reassuring. Let’s hope that the predications made by health 

officials that the NHS should have enough capacity turn out to be correct.  

  

Social distancing remains the best way to reduce the burden on the NHS. This 

great video, shared by Woody Johnson, the US ambassador to London, shows why.  

https://swsurreyconservatives.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f4f5e3fd7389acfe6e6b9a90&id=5094373a48&e=584a2e92bd
https://swsurreyconservatives.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f4f5e3fd7389acfe6e6b9a90&id=62f1d8586c&e=584a2e92bd


  

In some good news a team from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine have said that social distancing has potentially reduced contact between 

people in the UK enough to get the ‘reproduction’ level of the disease down to below 

one e.g. every one who gets it is, on average, infecting less than one other person. 

Amateur epidemiologists and armchair generals all know that when the ‘R’ rate is 

below one an epidemic burns itself out.  

  

News from across the Channel. The number of coronavirus patients in ICU in 

France currently exceeds by more than 1,000 the number of ICU beds available in 

the country before the coronavirus epidemic. The French too have 

undertaken similar steps to the UK as I found out in a fascinating conversation 

yesterday with Catherine Colonna the new French Ambassador to the UK. She is in 

isolation in the magnificent French Ambassador's residence in London (it could be 

worse!) 

  

Frimley Park I spoke to Neil Dardis, Chief Executive who tells me they have 97 

Coronavirus patients at Frimley and 12 in intensive care. They are coping well for 

now and still have 200 spare beds. The situation on protective equipment has 

improved significantly over the last week and staff like the new advice suggesting it 

should be worn on general wards as well as Covid ones. Staff sickness rates still 

10%, more than three times normal. They are also ramping up facilities for testing of 

staff, including drive through sites at both Frimley and Farnham hospitals. 

  

The key number to remember 0300 200 1008 the Surrey Helpline run by Surrey 

County Council  (Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm) - call if you are struggling with getting the 

shopping, social isolation or know someone vulnerable who is. It is currently taking 

around 250 calls per day. You can also register for help on their 

website www.surreycc.gov.uk  

  

WHAT’S GOING ON IN WESTMINSTER  

  

The Health Secretary also said some other stats around testing are significant. 

5,000 NHS workers have now been tested. The absence rate amongst doctors is 

https://swsurreyconservatives.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f4f5e3fd7389acfe6e6b9a90&id=576a898983&e=584a2e92bd


much lower than anticipated with 5.7% absent due to illness. NHS debt of more 

than £13 billion will also be written off by the government to place Health trusts in a 

stronger position to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic - a hugely welcome step for 

NHS managers who want to spend money on staff instead of hated PFI contracts.  

  

Poor airlines Travel, tourism and aviation sector have been decimated by Covid-19. 

Whilst the government has taken steps to support the non-airline side of this sector 

the airlines to date have not received any direct support. British Airways, who have 

been in good financial health for the past few years have been able to create their 

own furlough scheme which should mean no one is made redundant. However, other 

airlines are not in such healthy shape and I know that the Transport Secretary 

Grant Shapps – a keen aviator himself – is working flat out to make sure we still 

have an airline industry at the end of this.  

  

WHAT’S GOING ON IN SOUTH WEST SURREY  

  

Surrey Leader Tim Oliver told me this morning an emergency food hub has been 

set up at the Spectrum in Guildford to distribute food to nearly 20,000 Surrey 

residents that are part of the ‘shielding’ e.g. stay at home at all costs programme.  

 

Waverley Leader John Ward says they have had a deluge of benefit applications 

and are paying out the small business grant. People are being asked to think of 

their neighbours and avoid bonfires. Community meal deliveries by Waverley have 

doubled.  

   

Street champions are up and running in much of the patch, with a clever system 

being pioneered by Waitrose in Farnham which allows volunteers to pick up food for 

others and take payment by card on the phone. In Haslemere the pharmacy has now 

worked out a way for volunteers to pick up prescriptions on behalf of someone else. 

Amazing what can be done so quickly when needs must.  

  

Farnham Food Bank is still open on Monday and Wednesday mornings but 

welcomes more donations which can be made at many supermarkets.  

  



Surrey Police Chief Constable Gavin Stephens has said that over 580 members of 

the public expressed an interest in becoming a police emergency volunteer to help 

support Surrey Police should resources reduce, or additional specific 

experience be required. A huge thank you to everyone who has stepped forward.  

  

Local stats Some residents have been getting in touch to ask how many people in 

the constituency have tested positive for covid-19. This data is not published by 

Public Health England. They say the way the data is accepted is too complicated to 

ensure that it is accurate, but I am pushing them on this.  

  

I have been compiling a list of local groups working to support vulnerable 

residents. You can view them on this link.  

  

THE ECONOMY AND JOBS  

 

Loans. The Chancellor is expected to overhaul the way in which the 'small business 

Covid-19 loan’ works after fellow MPs and I have raised a number of local issues 

with him. These changes will hopefully remove the requirement for banks to 

assess applications for a regular loan before looking at the government scheme and 

potentially set a limit on the interest rates. I hope that this will be announced by the 

end of today. 

  

Insurance. A frequent question in my inbox concerns companies not being able to 

make insurance claims. I know the government is in discussions about this with 

the industry. I trust the industry begins to work towards a solution before the 

government is forced to take more significant steps – giving a lot of companies 

across the country a much needed lifeline. 

  

WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON  

  

The BBC has announced how they are going to fill all the TV sport that will be 

missing off our TV screens this summer. The programmes will include highlights 

from recent sporting events including Andy Murray’s 2013 Wimbledon Victory and 

even the 2012 Summer Olympics Opening Ceremony. Happy days.  

https://swsurreyconservatives.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f4f5e3fd7389acfe6e6b9a90&id=11f37eb8c2&e=584a2e92bd


  

It was good to see Prince Charles fully recovered in a video put out by Clarence 

House the other day. In the video Prince Charles reminds us how difficult this period 

really is for older people many of whom are stuck at home alone. Age UK (the 

Charity he is Patron of) are doing some great work, in very challenging 

circumstances to help support them during this period. To donate or find out how to 

access support visit their website here.  

  

Today’s boxset recommendation comes from my senior 

caseworker Morwenna (working hard with the FCO to bring home residents stuck 

abroad). She recommends not Poldark (even though another Morwenna stars in the 

plotline) but Wolf Hall based on Hilary Mantel’s first two books. Brilliant portrayal of 

characters and history whether you have read the books or not (which are very 

long!)”  

  

And finally, a must watch viral rendition of Les Miserables ‘One Day More’ from the 

Marsh family!  

 

PS If you don't want to receive this email (every weekday) please unsubscribe 

from the mailing list on the box below or let me know 

on huntj@parliament.uk and we will take you off the mailing list. Anyone who 

wants to receive the email should also email the same address. We will not 

share your data with third parties. 
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